Your Investment in Action
Impact Report: July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017

Making a Difference
Dear Friends,
The year's end always brings with it a tremendous sense of accomplishment. Thank you for
making this year truly incredible. I can’t tell you how much I appreciate your partnership for our
lifesaving work with Broward County’s most vulnerable children.
Because of you, 2,700 healthy and nutritious meals were delivered to children during school
vacation breaks, 501 children received emergency resources, 3,844 children were provided
necessary life essentials and opportunities to realize their true potential, and 300 community
leaders were recruited and trained as volunteer Guardians ad Litem. With you, we are able to
help 4,395 children last year, not only survive, but thrive.
Our long-standing motto has been “If you can dream it, you can do it” and we have some big
dreams for the upcoming year. We are working towards giving 100% of children who have an
open and active dependency court case access to our services through expanded partnership with
the 17th Circuit Dependency Judges and community based care agencies. In addition, through
our partnership with the 17th Circuit Dependency Judges, we are committed to building a safe
and child friendly environment in the new courthouse through the creation of two rooms
specifically designed for children to use while waiting for court hearings.
As we enter our 6 year, hope you join us on our journey in making Broward County a better place
for our children. The best investment we can make is in our children. Our work has only just
begun, and our partnership with you will be even more important as we work to serve every
child. Our promise to you is that we will continue to work each day, with a renewed energy and
passion, to transform the blessing of your support into increased opportunities for our
community’s most vulnerable youth. Together, we will invest in their potential and the promise
for a brighter future.
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With gratitude,

Erica Herman
Executive Director

ABOUT US
info@voicesbroward.org

954.367.9185

facebook.com/Voicesbroward

Voices for Children of Broward County
(“Voices”) mission is to ensure that every abused,
neglected, and abandoned child in Broward County
has a court-appointed Guardian ad Litem and that
financial resources are available for each child’s
accompanying health, educational, and social needs.
To accomplish this mission, Voices collaborates with
the 17th Judicial Circuit Dependency Court Division
and the Guardian ad Litem Program to serve children
who have an open and active dependency court case
to meet each of their essential needs during this
transitional period and to give them a voice throughout
the entire court proceedings by working with the
appointed volunteer Guardian ad Litem. Our programs
provide these children with someone who makes
them feel normal, safe, and cared about and removes
barriers so these children can have a happy normal
childhood.

Programs & Services
School Break Food Program - bridges the gap in
nutrition during the Thanksgiving, winter, and spring
breaks by providing nutritious meals while school is
not in session.
Dream Big Days - provides opportunities for our
children to experience enriching venues, cultural
institutions, and events throughout the year.
Emergency and Normalcy Needs Program - helps
to provide gap funding for our children. Many times
this includes personal items, clothing, transportation,
tutoring, before/after school care and participation in
normal childhood activities.
Recruitment, Training, & Retention Program helps to recruit, train, and retain quality volunteer
Guardians ad Litem.

@BrowardVoices

@BrowardVoices

2017-2018 Board of Directors
Arielle Capuano, Board Chair
Attorney,
Levinson & Capuano, LLC
Robert Kopf, Vice Chair
Retired Senior EVP,
Hunter Douglas
Donna Inglis, Vice Chair
Community Volunteer and
Philanthropist
Marty Elberg, Member at Large
Attorney,
Law Office of Martyn S. Elberg
Amy Goldin, Immediate Past Chair
Attorney,
Amy H. Goldin, P.A.
Erica Herman, Executive Director
Voices for Children of Broward
County

2017-2018 Advisory Council

Amy Bisceglia
Governmental Consultant,
Rubin Group
Major Manuel Marino
Major Support Services Division,
Hollywood Police Dept.
Lori Patterson
Business Management Consultant,
LAP Consulting
Rich Pruitt
Principal Owner,
RMP Sustainability, LLC
The Honorable Elizabeth Scherer
Circuit Court Judge,
17th Judicial Circuit Court
Neva Smith
Asst. State Attorney, Sex Crimes &
Child Abuse Unit, Broward County
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Louis Berlin. Consultant, Berlin Consulting Group
Braulio Rosa . Executive Director, Broward County Bar Association
The Honorable Ronald Rothschild, Attorney and Mediator, Mediar Inc., and
Retired Broward County Court Judge
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IMPACT REPORT
&
HIGHLIGHTS
501

Children received financial resources for individual,
health, educational, and social needs.

2,550

2,700
meals

Children received
back packs filled
with all the first day
essentials.

Children were provided with
Thanksgiving Day feasts.

1,324

Toys donated during the
winter holiday season.

70

to

50
kids
0
30

200

Individuals
were recruited
and trained as
volunteer
Guardians ad Litem.

Children enjoyed a
day of worry-free
fun through our
Dream BIG Days.
A total of

4,395
children were served
during the past year.

Voices for Children of Broward County (“Voices”)
mission is to ensure that every abused, neglected and abandoned child in
www.voicesbroward.org
Broward County has a court-appointed Guardian ad Litem and that financial resources are available for each child’s
accompanying health, educational, and social needs. To accomplish this mission, Voices collaborates with the 17th Judicial
Circuit Dependency Court Division and the Guardian ad Litem Program to serve children who have an open and active
dependency court case to meet each of their essential needs during this transitional period and to give them a voice
throughout the entire court proceedings by working with the appointed volunteer Guardian ad Litem.
While there are other programs offering a broad array of services to assist children who have been abused, neglected or
abandoned, Voices focuses exclusively on providing gap funding and programs solely for children who have an open and
active dependency case in Broward County. Through our innovative programs and services Voices provides the necessary
resources and tools to lead a healthy, safe, and happy childhood.

Stories of Success

“If it had not been for the School Break Food Program the children would not have eaten during a school break. When we
strengthen and empower our children we improve and protect our most important resource and build a stronger human
infrastructure. It is unconscionable for any child to live with hunger in a country that has an overabundance of resources
such as ours. This program literally saved the children.” ~GAL volunteer
Melissa just turned six months in February. Her mother
passed away when she was four months old and her
father struggled to care for her. Her father has substance
abuse problems and Melissa was placed in the care of the
State in early March with no belongings. She is now
living with her maternal grandmother. Because her
grandmother is on a fixed income, she connected with
Voices for emergency assistance with diapers, wipes,
bottles, and pacifiers.
“Thank you so much for immediate help. You helped me fill a
gap while I was getting my finances figured out. Your support
means the world to me.” ~Melissa’s Grandmother

Ariana has been in the dependency system since
August; prior to that her family was homeless and
living out of her mother's car. Ariana was turning ten
and never had a birthday party. Her Guardian ad
Litem asked her what she would like for her birthday
and Ariana wished for a birthday party so she could
celebrate with her new school classmates. Voices was
able to surprise Ariana with a birthday celebration at
her school.
“I had the best day ever! You made me feel special.”
~Your Friend, Ariana

Jayden, who is a compassionate, energetic seven year old. Eight months ago, Jayden was removed from his home
because of physical abuse by his mother and placed with a family friend. Jayden had to change schools and the teacher
started to notice that he was not playing with other kids, wore mismatching clothing, and was not doing his homework.
The teacher approached the Guardian ad Litem and expressed these concerns. It seemed to the Guardian ad Litem that
Jayden was having trouble seeing and decided to bring him to the eye doctor. It was discovered he had developed a
disability requiring him to wear special eyeglasses. No other service providers were able to purchase these special
eyeglasses and Voices was called upon to assist Jayden.
“I love my new glasses. I am now able to see things I wasn’t able to see before. I have done so much better in school and have new
friends. Thank you for changing my life” .” ~Jayden

“This program was truly life saving. I serve as the GAL for a sibling group of four who live with their grandparents and
elderly great grandmother. While the grandfather works and tries his very best to provide for the family, they struggle to
keep up. The family doesn’t qualify for any state assistance because they fall just above the poverty level. The family was
so overwhelmed with the generosity of this program and kept saying thank you, thank you, thank you. I'm sure we have
all said "I'm starving" but at least we know when, how and where our next meal is coming from. Some of our children
might only eat breakfast and lunch in school. But thanks to this program many children are provided with healthy and
nutritious meals to bridge the gap during a school break. No one should be hungry ever!“ ~GAL volunteer

